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the first test ranked fifth in the second and the three that ranked fourth 
in first ranked twelfth, fifteenth, and fifth in second. None had the same 
rank in the two tests and few anywhere near the same. Other experiments 
indicated that the same individual differs so much in suggestibility that it 
is absurd to speak of a person as suggestible without indicating in what 
line he has been tested. 



NOTES AND NEWS 



Wilhelm Ostwald reiterates in the introduction to his new work, 
" Die Entwicklung der Elektrochemie " (Leipzig: J. A. Barth), his theory 
that " the history of the sciences offers the best and most authoritative 
material for the study of law in the evolution of mankind." The history 
of science, as Professor Ostwald sees it, is not merely history for history's 
sake, but a new method of study, a new way of getting at the results of 
research. The nineteenth century was too full of creative work in the 
various fields of science to give historical studies their full play. The 
new century, on the other hand, though it has achieved already some very 
remarkable results in the way of positive additions to our knowledge of 
the forces of nature, will offer a larger field for historical studies, for the 
reason that the practical value of such studies will be more clearly demon- 
strated. The author deprecates the idea that pure science can have no 
connection with life. The great investigators, he says, " were almost 
without exception in their younger days passionately enthusiastic over 
some concrete, practical aim, and it was in the course of the further and 
higher development of these problems (which indeed followed rapidly one 
upon the other) that they themselves attained a wider and higher point 
of view. The tree of knowledge raises its crown high in the ether of pure 
science, but it is rooted in the firm ground of human needs and activities." 
Electrochemistry is particularly adapted to the subject of historical study 
in this sense. Its history is not yet more than a century old, and it has 
received a powerful impetus from men still living. Its documents are all 
easily available, and require no special linguistic or diplomatic criticism 
in order to be unearthed and interpreted. Furthermore, its technical 
importance is evenly balanced with its scientific. In an interesting para- 
graph the author sets up against each other the great books, works of men 
of genius, and the text-book writers who usually are men of moderate 
stature. We find, he says, so much in the original works of the great 
scientists that has not become part and parcel of the text-book literature. 
The selective work of the text-book writer is the result of his deliberate 
judgment, and the mere fact that he has profited by the advance of science 
does not necessarily give him the requisite critical faculty. He acts as a 
sieve which retains the wheat but lets the gold sand slip out. — The Nation. 

The Sixth Annual Meeting of the Southern Society for Philosophy 
and Psychology is to be held in conjunction with the meetings of the 
Southern Educational Association at Chattanooga, Tennessee, December 
27-29, 1910. 



